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Military reinforeemeats for a possible attack on Vientiane- by General 
Phoumi apparently are coatinuingto arrive in that area. : In the capital 
itself, an extreme leftist cabinet minister, Quinim Phoieona, reportedly 
has taken charge- of 1 the government in the absence of Souvanna and the 
remainder of his cabioetr < 5 ou vazraa , > now. in Phnom Penh, - is said by 
his associates to be planning to -send some cabinet members to Hanoi, 
Moscow, and Peiping to seek active support for the neutralisation of 
Laos as formerly proposed by Cambodian chief of state Prince Sihanouk. 
Meanwhile, reliable sources on 11 December observed four howitzers, 
approximately equivalent to US 105-mm howitzers, being unloaded from 
two Soviet aircraft at Vientiane' airfield;’ this materiel, probably the fore- 
runner of other supplies, ^may have been arranged for during Quinim 
Pholsena's recent trip tQ Hanoi.- , 
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We feel the flight of Phouma and allnon-leftist members of his govern- 
ment, with the resultant polarisation toward the Pathet Lao and 
Savannakhet Of the* situation in the Vientiane area, on the one hand some- 
what re duca* the political risk which would be involved in a CAT airlift 
to that area/ and on the other hand greatly enhances the need for an 
urgent buildup of the Koupraeith -Phoumi forces. Augmentation of the 


airlift is left to frown's judgment. 
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Embassy Paris reports that the situation in the metropple remains calm. 
In Algeria the most serious aspect of the disorders has been the develop- 
ment of large-scale demonstrations and open hostility by Moslems against 
Europeans. Clashes between the two elements, plus the pro-FLN 
character of the Moslem demonstrations, create the danger the Army will 
be driven to line up with the Europeans. On the other hand, there may be 
a strong tendency for the authorities to blame the Europeans for the turn - 
the situation has taken. The Army: particularly will presumably regard 
any grave clashes with the Moslems as seriously compromising ite 
"pacification" task of recent years. ' Ruthors of cancellation of de Gaulle's 
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